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LI. — Note on the Appearance in Australia of the Danais 
Archippus. By Frederick JBCoy, Professor of Natui*al 
Science in the Melbourne University, and Director of the 
National Museum of Victoria, &c. 

This fine butterfly was sent to me about December 1870 from 
Lord Howe’s Island, on the north-east coast of Australia, by 
a collector for the museum who was wrecked there ,* but as I 
had never seen it in any of the North- Australian, or Queens- 
land, or New-South- Wales collections, and knew it to be an 
inhabitant of the Southern States of America, I suspected that 
the specimen might have been obtained from some collector 
on board some American ship in those seas. A few months 
after, a specimen was sent to me by a collector established on 
the Clarence River, in New South Wales, as something he 
had not seen before, and another friend fond of insects, travelling 
in the far north of the continent, also sent me an example as 
something strange. As there were no exact accounts of the 
actual capture of these specimens, I fancied they all might 
have come from some one American source, and paid little 
attention to the matter. On the last Sunday in April last (or 
about a year and five months after) I was walking in my 
garden at Brighton, a place on the sea-shore about eight miles 
south of Melbourne, and was astonished to see that a larger 
butterfly, with a more bat-like flight than any inhabitant of 
the colony, which attracted my attention amongst the flower- 
buds, was the Danais Archippus 5 and presently the two sexes 
were seen. Being Sunday they escaped ; but next morning, 
going through the grounds of the University on the north 
side of J\Ielbourne to the Museum to make the teeth water 
of my assistant (who had collected Lepidoptera for twenty 
years in Victoria) by mentioning what I had seen, I ob- 
served two more before me, and on going to my room found 
the collector in a great state of excitement at having caught 
one in my botanic garden in the University grounds, and 
having the previous day seen one five miles south of Brighton. 
So that the insect had made its appearance for the first time 
in the colony simultaneously at places fourteen miles apart, and 
with no community of character or vegetation — Brighton and 
to the south being a sandy bush in a state of nature, with 
houses few and far between, each surrounded by several acres 
of land, while about the University is a clay soil, densely 
populated. On the three following Sundays I saw two or 
three specimens in fine condition, which could not, therefore, 
have been those seen at first ; and last week I saw some in the 
street leading to the University ; and on the same day the col- 
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lector came across them at the Treasury^ situated at the oppo- 
site side of the city. The specimens vary a little in the width 
of the black border and the number of the white spots in it, 
but to no greater extent than in the American specimens with 
which I compared them. 

This sudden American invasion of the whole continent 
seems worth recording. 

Melbourne, March 2G, 1873. 


LII . — Descriptions of new Species of Fossorial llymenoptera 
in the Collection of the British Museum, By hbiEDERiCK 
Smith, Assistant in the Zoological Department, British 
Museum. 

The species described in the present paper were collected by 
Mr. II. W. Bates in the Amazons Valley, in Brazil, and 
formed part of his private collection ; they were purchased by 
the Trustees of the British ]\[useum, and are nearly all unique 
ill the National Collection. The most valuable additions made 
to the Fossorial tribe are the species now added to the following 
genera : — to Ceropales four species, io Ap^orus three, to Ampulex 
one, to Trigonopsis two, and to Trachgpus two ; many new 
and beautiful additions are made to the Pomjjilidm, Larridm, 
Crabronidic, and the Bhilanthidie. 

Tribe FossoreS, Latr. 

Family Pompilidae. 

Genus Pompilus, Fabr. 

Pompiliis fervidus, 

F'emale, Length 7 lines. Ferruginous, with the wings 
fuscous. Head : the eyes, ocelli, tips of the mandibles, and 
the seven apical joints of the antenna*, as Avell as the eighth 
joint above, black. Thorax: the posterior margin of the pro- 
thorax, the tegulai, postscutellum, and the posterior margin 
of the metathorax yellow ; the wings dark fuscous and iri- 
descent, with their apical margins and hinder margin of the 
posterior pair paler; the tibim and tarsi with ferruginous 
spines. Abdomen with the apical margins of the segments 
bordered with fusco-ferruginous bands, indistinctly defined. 
Hob. Para. 


